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Circular No (111) ) asexs

Date: 12/10/2020

To: All Healthcare Facilities & Medical
Laboratories in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi

Subject:Updated Requirements on COVID-
19 Test Indeterminate Results

Greetings,

We would like to extend you our greetings
wishing you all the best and success.

In order to ensure consistency and accurate
test results reporting; all laboratories
conducting COVID-19 tests are required to
implement the following directives and
guidelines regarding the presumptive
positive results that reflect low levels of virus
in the samples but may also represent a false
positive for samples with no patient history
of previous SARS-CoV- 2 test done defined as
first time samples.

Thus, please follow below interpretation
scheme and report confirmed results only.

Definitions:

1. First time samples: samples with no
patient history of previous SARS-CoV- 2
test done.

2. Second time samples: refers to samples
of patient who had previous history of
SARS-CoV-2 tests

3. Presumptive positive: refers to positive
test result reported when only one of
multiple gene is isolated. Low viral load
possible, these results requires repeating
tests on same sample to confirm the
result.
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First Time Samples - Single E Gene detected
“positive”:

If a single “E gene” detected “positive”;
repeat on a second platform and if
repeatedly still “positive” as single E gene
(Presumptive positive), please repeat sample
in 72-96 hours to document the course of
the disease. If the 3™ order run s
still”positive” for single E gene and patient is
asymptomatic, report: "Acute disease
unlikely, please correlate clinically.”

First Time Sample - Single N or S gene
detected “positive”:

Repeat on  another platform  for
confirmation. If still “positive”, report as
"SARS-CoV-2 detected. If it is negative on the
other platform, please repeat sample in 72
hours and correlate clinically.

First Time Sample - Single N gene detected
“positive”: however, 2 targets for N gene
available within the assay:

Report as "SARS-CoV-2 detected.”

Second Time Sample: Single E gene detected

“positive” with a historical confirmed

positive:

— Patient could be at the end of infection
period, report as: "SARS-CoV-2 detected.”

— If any of Orflab / RdRp or N gene or S
gene or E gene OR combined are showing
a signal of amplification in the late cycles
of amplification and the RFU is just above
the Baseline Threshold cutoff value ; It’s
“Presumptive  positive: confirm by
another Extraction/PCR platform and
follow the manufacturer procedure for
enhancement of the reaction. If it is still”
positive” report as "SARS-CoV-2
detected". If confirmatory test is
negative, report: "SARS-CoV-2 not
detected, repeat test if deemed
necessary."
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kindly contact
Division on:

For further information,
Healthcare Quality
Quality@doh.gov.ae.

We hope that all will adhere to the above, for
the best interest of work.

Thanking you for your kind cooperation,,,

This circular is designed for regulatory procedures and
should not be used as content for media publication.
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