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Government decides to lift the restrictions on early childhood
education and care and on primary and lower secondary
education

In its negotiations today, 29 April, the Government decided to lift the restrictions on early childhood education
and care and those on primary and lower secondary education on the basis of an assessment by the health
authorities. Contact teaching in early childhood education and care as well as primary and lower secondary
education will resume on 14 May in a controlled manner and with care for safety. . At the same time, education
providers have time to arrange to resume contact teaching by informing sta� and making other arrangements.

Based on an epidemiological assessment, there are no longer grounds for extending the Decree on the
Application of the Emergency Powers Act concerning early childhood education and care and primary and
lower secondary education.

International and national experience show that the role of children in the dissemination of coronavirus
infections is not similar to that of adults. Children are essentially not a source of infection. Based on current
information, the opening of schools will therefore be safe for both pupils and sta�.

The Ministry of Education and Culture and the Finnish Institute for Health and Welfare have drawn up
guidelines and instructions on the arrangements for returning to early childhood education and care and to
primary and lower secondary education. The most important thing is to avoid unnecessary physical contacts
and arrange teaching premises more spaciously than usual. School break times and school meals must also be
held with the students’ own class or group. Large gatherings, such as spring festivals, will not be organised.
Personnel must also work with the same group of children and hygiene guidelines must be strictly respected.
Education providers will make decisions on more speci�c arrangements.

The Ministry of Social A�airs and Health and the Ministry of Education and Culture will jointly prepare
instructions for the Regional State Administrative Agencies. Restrictions on early childhood education and care
and primary and lower secondary education to contain the spread of an epidemic in society are governed by
the Communicable Diseases Act.

Doctors will assess whether risk groups may engage in contact teaching. In the case of employees, the
assessment will be carried out together with a doctor and the employer.

Once the Decree on the Application of the Emergency Powers Act is no longer e�ective, education providers
cannot organise teaching in the form of distance teaching. Local authorities themselves cannot decide to close
schools, nor can local authorities decide to organise teaching only in the form of distance teaching. The right
to basic education is a subjective right laid down in the Constitution and belongs equally to everyone.

The Government will discuss the restrictions on upper secondary education and higher education later.

Inquiries: Anita Lehikoinen, Permanent Secretary, tel. +358 295 330 182, Eeva-Riitta Pirhonen, Director
General, tel. +358 295 330 258, Ministry of Education and Culture, and Päivi Anttikoski, Director of Government
Communications, tel. +358 40 5364821

Instructions to providers of education and early childhood education and care, updated 4th May 2020 PDF

93kB 

OKM linjausehdotus valtioneuvostolle PDF  173kB 

STM ja THL epidemiologinen arvio PDF  273kB 

STM:n ja THL:n ppt-esitys COVID-19 Pandemia-tilanteesta PDF  2.2MB

      

  

PRESS RELEASE

GOVERNMENT BASIC EDUCATION CORONAVIRUSES EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND CARE HEALTH SCHOOLS TEACHING

TEACHING AND INSTRUCTION UNUSUAL CONDITIONS UPBRINGING

https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/information-on-coronavirus
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/current-issues/press-releases
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/current-issues/news
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/current-issues/speeches
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/webcasts
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/social-media-newsroom
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/themes
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/sign-up
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/-/10616/hallitus-paatti-varhaiskasvatuksen-ja-perusopetuksen-rajoitteiden-purkamisesta?languageId=fi_FI
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/-/10616/hallitus-paatti-varhaiskasvatuksen-ja-perusopetuksen-rajoitteiden-purkamisesta?languageId=sv_SE
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/-/10616/hallitus-paatti-varhaiskasvatuksen-ja-perusopetuksen-rajoitteiden-purkamisesta?languageId=se_FI
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/documents/10616/22150002/THL+OKM+ohje+kouluihin+290420_EN.pdf
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/documents/10616/22150002/OKM+esitys+VN+290420.pdf
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/documents/10616/22150002/Muistio+THL+STM+280420.pdf
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/documents/10616/22150002/Hallituksen+neuvottelu+29.4.2020_THL_STM_yhteisesitys.pdf
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/search?q=basic+education
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/search?q=coronaviruses
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/search?q=early+childhood+education+and+care
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/search?q=health
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/search?q=schools
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/search?q=teaching
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/search?q=teaching+and+instruction
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/search?q=unusual+conditions
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/search?q=upbringing


5/19/2021 Government decides to lift the restrictions on early childhood education and care and on primary and lower secondary education

https://valtioneuvosto.fi/en/-/10616/hallitus-paatti-varhaiskasvatuksen-ja-perusopetuksen-rajoitteiden-purkamisesta 2/2

See also
Government withdraws proposal on temporarily restricting freedom of movement and close contacts

 31.3.2021 20.31

Government submits legislative proposal to Parliament on temporarily restricting freedom of movement and
close contacts

 25.3.2021 14.02

Prime Minister’s O�ce releases draft government proposal temporarily restricting freedom of movement and
close contacts

 24.3.2021 19.15
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